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Why Use Cover Crops?

Laver Lraops are a key component of
a successiul no-till system

o  Weed Suppression—Cover crops keep the
ground covered resulting in less weed
EMErgence.

o  Muaisture Holding Capacity- Plant resi-
dues serve as a mulch blanket reducing
soil temperatures while providing available
moisture throughout the growing season
reducing drought impact.

o Water Infiltration— Plant roots create
pore space allowing water to infiltrate.

« Nitrogen Fixation— Lequme cover crops
create available N for plants.

Nutrient Scavenging— Cere
grasses, and brassicas capt
nutrients in the fall making t
to the subsequent crop.

Keys For Succe

Tobacco...

While no-till tobacco will wo
medium textured soil is idea
known weed potential. In ad
lowing sod with no-till tobac
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sure adequate time for nut
tablish a good cover crop.
either by chemical or meche
spring. To plant in shorter c
around 12"-18" in height. To
cover crop, allow it to reac
nate using a roller crimper
herbicide treatment will be
with roll down). Apply pre-p
ly and timely. Use insecticid
essary. At time of planting,
crucial. Transplanting in gre
ates sidewall compaction, re
can result in decrease yield
no-till tobacco can offer ma
ducer and environment.




